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You're a Piece of this Puzzle.  
Thank you to the 60% of Cedar Lane's members 
and friends who made pledges and outright gifts to 
the Annual Fund for the church year that began 
July 1, 2018. 
 
That's 338 families and individuals pledging almost 
$800,000! 
 
Our church community needs everyone’s support. 
We are still about $135,000 short of our goal. 
Please step up and do your part. No commitment is 
too small...or too large! Our fondest hope is for 
100% participation. 
 

For those who have yet to do so, please pledge 
now. It's easy. Just go to: cedarlane.org/give.  
 

 
 

Upcoming Worship 
 

“The Good News” 
August 5, 10 am with Live Streaming 
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
Unitarian Universalism is a very long name. If you 
wondered if it was coined by a committee, you 
guessed correctly.  Our faith can seem difficult to 
describe, even for long-time members. What 
powers our activism and deepens our caring? What 
is the Unitarian Universalist “Good News?"  Join us 
for a Spirit Experience to celebrate the good news 
of Unitarian Universalism! 
  
"Sí, Se Puede, Yes, We Can: We Are the Ones" 
August 12, 10 am with Live Streaming 
Pablo DeJesús, Executive Director, UUs for Social 
Justice 
Pablo DeJesús is the Executive Director, Unitarian 
Universalists for Social Justice (UUSJ), a local 
organization with national scope. He says, “the 
only circumstance in which the needs of ordinary 
people override the desires of special interests, is 
when ordinary people (us!) are organized and 
persistent.” 
  
"A Holy Harvest" 
August 19, 10 am with Live Streaming 
Rev. Katie Romano Griffin 
Unitarian Universalists draw from many wisdom 
sources including our Earth-Based Spiritual 
Religions.  Together we will explore the eternal in 
the first of the three sacred harvests and how it can 
inform our living more just, equitable, earth-
centered lives. 
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"Question Box Service" 
August 26, 10 am with Live Streaming 
Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
Rev. Abhi will respond to your questions of faith (or 
doubt) or faithful questions about Unitarian 
Universalism, spirituality, and current events posed 
during the service.  

 

Save the Date 
 

 
Please mark your calendars for Ingathering Sunday 
& Water Ceremony, September 9, when we begin 
the new church year and return to two services at 
9 & 11 am. Please bring water from your summer 
travels or kitchen sink for this merging ritual.  The 
Water Communion, also sometimes called Water 
Ceremony, was first used at a Unitarian Universalist 
(UU) worship service in the 1980s. Many UU 
congregations now hold a Water Communion once 
a year, often at the beginning of the new church 
year (September).  Members bring to the service a 

small amount of water from a place that is special 
to them. During the appointed time in the service, 
people one by one pour their water together into a 
large bowl. As the water is added, the person who 
brought it tells why this water is special to them. 
The combined water is symbolic of our shared faith 
coming from many different sources. It is often 
then blessed by the congregation, and sometimes 
is later boiled and used as the congregation's "holy 
water" in child dedication ceremonies and similar 
events. 
 

Soul Matters: Small 
Group Ministry 
 

 
Want to get to know others at Cedar Lane? Soul 
Matters Sharing Circles are a great way to connect 
with other members of Cedar Lane within the 
context of our monthly Soul Matters themes (past 
themes include Blessing, Creativity, Balance, etc.). 
Current groups have been formed and will 
continue to meet through December, however new 
members are welcome to join groups at any time, 
and new groups can emerge at any time. Current 
groups will separate in December, and new groups 
will be formed in January so that congregants can 
continue to build new relationships within our faith 
community. To join a group please email Ashley Del 
Sole, adelsole@cedarlane.org. 

  

Learn more about Soul 
Matters: https://cedarlane.org/small-groups. 

mailto:adelsole@cedarlane.org
https://cedarlane.org/small-groups
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In Conversation with 
Mohanji: Peace & 
Positivity 
Sunday, Aug 26, 5:30 – 8 pm 
in the Sanctuary 
 

 
We are delighted to announce the only public 
event in the DC metro area during Mohanji’s visit 
to the United States this August. Mohanji is a 
mystic, activist, visionary humanitarian, and 
contemporary spiritual teacher from India.  All are 
welcome to this free event.  For information about 
Mohanji, please visit: http://mohanji.org/.  
 

 
 

Community News 
 

Building Closure in August 
As decided at our Annual Congregational Meeting 
in early June, the building will be closed from after 
services on Sunday, August 5 through August 18 in 
order to save some money given our budget deficit 
for the upcoming church year. Sunday services will 

still take place during this time. All regularly 
scheduled meetings, classes, events, rentals, etc. 
will be cancelled or rescheduled. If you have 
questions, please email Clare Jacocks 
at cjacocks@cedarlane.org or give her a call at 301-
493-8300 x210. 
 

We hold in our hearts: 
Usha Charya, whose elder sister Jyotsna Rao 
passed away recently in Dallas.  
  
Vicky Strella, whose father recently passed away. 
 
This past month, at a DMV Sanctuary Congregation 
Network's deportation defense training at All Souls 
Church, Unitarian in DC, leaders Omar and Rich 
informed attendees that almost 200 immigrants 
throughout the DMV had been picked up by ICE 
and detained in just over two weeks. Raids 
included at homes, workplaces, passersby on the 
street -- a lot of collateral arrests. Later that 
evening Omar learned of five more. This is a major 
escalation in our area. 
 

We joyfully announce: 
That the Rev. Kenneth MacLean, our Minister 
Emeritus, was featured in a recent Washington 
Post Article! You can view it here: 
https://wapo.st/2mX6t0q.  
 
Cedar Lane members Linda and Leonard Gianessi 
are celebrating with their daughter, Dr. Carol 
Gianessi, who recently received her doctorate in 
neuroscience from Yale University. 
Congratulations! 
  

Staff News 
Carolyn Morrissey has agreed to work about 15 
hours per week as Cedar Lane's temporary 
Accounting & Office Manager while we conduct a 
search for someone to permanently fill the position 
(please view/share the position description 
here: https://cedarlane.org/news-publication). 
Carolyn stepped in and did the job before Jen 

http://mohanji.org/
mailto:cjacocks@cedarlane.org
https://wapo.st/2mX6t0q
https://cedarlane.org/news-publication


  

5 

 

Morley was hired, so she is well-versed in Cedar 
Lane's policies and procedures. You may reach 
Carolyn at cmorrissey@cedarlane.org. As Carolyn 
will be here less than half time, please make an 
effort to turn in check requests and such with at 
least a week’s notice.  
 

 
Please stop by the facilities office to say hello to 
our two new staff members, Scott McQuiston 
(pictured left above), Cedar Lane’s new full-time 
Building and Grounds Manager, and José Morant 
(pictured right above), our new part-time Facilities 
Technician. You may reach Scott at 
smcquiston@cedarlane.org or 301-493-8300 x211. 
You may reach José at jmorant@cedarlane.org or 
301-493-8300 x211.  
 

 

Cedar Lane's Quilting Frame in Need 
of New Home 
Cedar Lane has a Frugal quilting frame (from the 
Heirloom quality frame series) that we no longer 
use. It was purchased in the early 1990s and was 

used by our Quilting Team to make queen-sized 
quilts for the annual auction. If you are interested 
in obtaining a quilting frame such as this, please 
contact the church office at office@cedarlane.org. 
 

Listening Sessions & 
Communications Survey 
Check-In 
From Sara Davidson, Director of 
Communications & Membership 
Engagement 
 

 

As part of a larger campaign to build a stronger 
community, the Membership Engagement, 
Communications and Lifespan Religious Education 
teams launched a series of “Listening Sessions,” a 
Congregational Life survey and a Communications 
survey.  The results of these important projects are 
in and I wanted to take some time to report back to 
you on what will be coming next year as a result of 
this work. 
  
Find out:  https://cedarlane.org/news-publication 
 

Senior Staff Hours  
At Cedar Lane, church is a year-round endeavor 
and your Senior Staff team remains available to 
keep church processes running efficiently 

mailto:cmorrissey@cedarlane.org
mailto:smcquiston@cedarlane.org
mailto:jmorant@cedarlane.org
mailto:office@cedarlane.org
https://cedarlane.org/news-publication
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throughout the summer.  Please note that while 
Study Leave is time away from the more intricate 
daily work of the congregation, it is a time of 
planning, forecasting and intentional work meant 
ultimately deepen the church’s programming and 
grow the congregation. Senior Staff remain 
available for emergency situations that endanger 
the immediate health and safety of congregants 
and property during Study Leave. 
 
Here’s who will be here and covering senior staff 
responsibilities this summer. (Partial indicates the 
staff member will be here for part of the week.) 
 
Aug 5 - 11:  Tim partial, Henry, Jen     
Aug 12 - 18:  Rev. Abhi partial, Rev. Katie, Tim 
partial, Henry, Jen    
Aug 19 - 25:  Rev. Abhi, Rev. Katie partial, Tim, 
Henry, Jen    
Aug 26 - Sept 1:  Tim, Henry, Jen 
Sept 2 - 8:  Rev. Katie, Tim, Henry, Jen 
 

Writers of Color Book 
Club 
Starting in September! 
 
 

  

Come one, come all for a good discussion of a great 
book.  We'll read The Beautiful Things that Heaven 
Bears by Dinaw Mengestu for our first monthly 
meeting.  Join us on Tuesday, September 18, from 

7:15 - 8:30 pm in the Library!  We will continue our 
meetings monthly on third Tuesdays. All are 
welcome.  Questions, or want to join the 
group?  Please email Bonny Cochran 
at bon4co@gmail.com, or Carolyn Avery 
at clavery111@hotmail.com. 
 

Ice Cream Social 
Saturday, Sept 8, 1 – 4 pm 
 

 
Bring your family and your neighborhood friends 
for ice cream and popsicles in the Lounge and 
outside in the courtyard. Our Director of Lifespan 
Religious Education Tim Atkins will be attending 
and happy to get to see you all and answer any 
questions you may have about our Religious 
Education programming! This is a great opportunity 

mailto:bon4co@gmail.com
mailto:clavery111@hotmail.com
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to reconnect with old friends and to introduce new 
friends into our community! We hope to see you! 
 

Ethical Eating Potluck 
Starting 3rd Wednesdays in 
October! 
 

 
All are welcome to this community-style plant-
based potluck on the 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month, October 2018- June 2019. We'll eat and join 
in fellowship, enjoy centering readings from Thich 
Nhat Hanh’s How to Eat, create and share a 
compilation of recipes, and chat about 
resources/tips around how to afford and prepare 
plant-based meals - and why it's important! 
 
Please bring a dish to share with six to eight 
people. 
 
Questions? Please email Cedar Lane member Karen 
Kuehl at karen.s.kuehl@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Cedar Lane Newsletter is published monthly. 
The next deadline is Wednesday, August 22, at noon.  

Please submit to newsletter@cedarlane.org. 
Editor: Fran Pflieger 

 

mailto:karen.s.kuehl@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@cedarlane.org
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CEDAR LANE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH    

9601 CEDAR LANE, BETHESDA, MD 20814-4099    

301-493-8300 / fax:  301-897-5713    

office@cedarlane.org        

www.cedarlane.org 

     

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

________________________________________ 

The Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, Senior Minister 

The Rev. Katie Romano Griffin, Assistant Minister 

Tim Atkins, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

The Rev. Archene Turner, Affiliated Community Minister 

The Rev. Kenneth Torquil MacLean, Minister Emeritus 

Dr. Henry Sgrecci, Director of Music 

Gail Riley, President, Board of Trustees 

Jen Morley, Executive Director    

 

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@cedarlane.org
http://www.cedarlane.org/

